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COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING REGULATION (EU) 2020/778
of 12 June 2020

amending Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/773 as regards the dates of application following the
extension of the transposition deadline of Directive (EU) 2016/797 of the European Parliament and
of the Council

(Text with EEA relevance)

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION,

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

Having regard to Directive (EU) 2016/797 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 May 2016 on the
interoperability of the rail system within the European Union ('), and in particular Article 5(11) thereof,

Whereas:

(1)

Directive (EU) 2016/797 was amended by Directive (EU) 2020/700 () in order to give Member States the possibility
to extend the deadline to bring into force the national laws, regulations and administrative provisions necessary to
comply with the provisions referred to in Article 57(1) Directive (EU) 2016/797.

With regard to the Member States that have notified the European Union Agency for Railways (‘the Agency’) and the
Commission of their intention to extend the transposition period of Directive (EU) 2016797 in accordance with
Article 57(2a) thereof, the application of certain provisions of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU)
2019/773 (%) should be postponed until 31 October 2020.

Due to the measures following the COVID-19 pandemic, activities relating to the elimination of national rules on the
rear end signal of a freight train could not be performed as planned. Member States should have three additional
months to deliver to the Commission reports on their use of reflective plates referred to in point 4.2.2.1.3.2 of the
Annex to Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/773. The deadline for reviewing the specifications with a view to
harmonising the requirements on the rear end signal of a freight train for the whole Union should be adapted
accordingly.

Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/773 should therefore be amended accordingly.

The measures provided for in this Regulation are in accordance with the opinion of the Committee referred to in
Article 51(1) of Directive (EU) 2016/797.

In order to ensure that the measures provided for in this Regulation are effective, this Regulation should enter into
force on the day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/773 is amended as follows:

(1)

in Article 6, the fifth subparagraph is replaced by the following:

‘Section 4.2.2.5 and Appendix D1 of the Annex to this Regulation shall apply from 16 June 2020 in the Member States
that have notified the Agency and the Commission in accordance with Article 57(2) of Directive (EU) 2016/797 and
that have not notified the Agency and the Commission in accordance with Article 57(2a) of Directive (EU) 2016/797.
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Section 4.2.2.5 and Appendix D1 of the Annex to this Regulation shall apply from 31 October 2020 in the Member
States that have notified the Agency and the Commission in accordance with Article 57(2a) of Directive (EU)
2016/797.;

(2) in point 4.2.2.1.3.2 of the Annex, in the subparagraph after Reports’, the date ‘30 September 2020’ is replaced by
‘31 December 2020’

(3) in point 4.2.2.1.3.2 of the Annex, in the subparagraph after ‘Phasing out”, the date ‘31 March 2021’ is replaced by
‘30 June 2021

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 12 June 2020.

For the Commission
The President
Ursula VON DER LEYEN
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